GCSE French
The Course
GCSE French consists of four exams in: Listening, Speaking, Reading and Coursework. They each comprise 25% of the final grade. All exams can be entered at Foundation or Higher level, with students taking any combination – the final decision will be made after the mock exams.  Typically, a student aiming for a C grade would enter all exams at Foundation level. Coursework is open ended, and the mark depends entirely on the level of work produced by the student. Students will be entered for the most appropriate exam for them, it does not depend at all on the class they are in. 
The Examinations

The Listening and Reading exams are 30 minutes for Foundation level and 50 minutes for Higher level. These exams are unseen, and the best preparation is to learn vocabulary regularly during the course, and gain as much practice in reading and listening tasks and practice papers as possible. This can be done in lessons, and homework – students need to ensure they allow plenty of time to complete homework reading tasks. 
The Speaking exam is a one- to-one exam with the teacher, and it is recorded, then sent away to be marked. It consists of three parts:

1. A role play

2. A 3minute presentation and discussion prepared and learned in advance

3. Conversation on two or three topics, all of which will have been practised and prepared during the two years of the course. 

The best preparation for the speaking exam is to get as involved in lessons as much as possible. Use every opportunity to speak French in class, with a partner, and prepare well for the assessments, of which there have been two so far. The topics we have prepared and been assessed on so far are: 

· Personal Relationships
· Leisure

By the end of the Summer Term we will have added Environment to this list. 

The mock speaking tests will be held in school during the mock exam time. The GCSE Speaking tests will be held during the first week in May. Students can come to practise by arrangement at anytime, and are encouraged to do so, and revision sessions, targeting all of the topics will be held in March and April 2009. 
Coursework is made up of three pieces on a given topic, chosen by the teacher in line with the topics covered in the lesson. All relevant language will have been taught and practised via listening, reading and speaking activities before planning the coursework, which can be planned in lessons, but should be written at home, with full access to vocabulary books, lists and relevant resources. One of the pieces is written under test conditions, but is planned in advance. 

In Lord Lawson, we complete four pieces, and use the best two to make up the best possible grade. The first piece will be completed in the Summer Term in Year 10 and is entitled: “A special occasion” .The deadlines for the remaining pieces ‘Advertising your local area’, ‘An account of a Holiday’ and ‘Am I fit and healthy?’ are: 
· November 14th  2009
· February 26th 2010(test conditions)
· March 19th 2010 

Preparation

Homework is set at least once a week. The type of homework will vary, but students are expected to spend an appropriate amount of time on independent work. Experience has shown time and time again, that it is the work which student are prepared to put in themselves which determines how well they achieve. It is impossible, and would not be right to become competent in a language to GCSE level without independent study. Typically students will be asked to spend an average of one hour a week on independent work, this may vary, for example if a piece of coursework is due. Typical homework tasks are: 

· Reading tasks

· Learning vocabulary – usually for a test

· Practise exercises, grammar, new structures

· Preparation for any aspect of the speaking test: writing answers to be checked, learning part or all of a topic. 

· Re drafting a written task to improve it

If you have any concern about the course, please do not hesitate to ask. 

